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THE Offi ce of the Chief 
Scientist for Australia has 
weighed into the antibiotic resist-
ance debate, issuing a paper call-
ing for urgent action. 

The paper, Meeting the 
Threat of Antibiotic Resistance: 
Building a New Frontline Defence, 
warns Australians to expect the 
spread of drug-resistant bacteria 
to continue. 

It highlights the imperative for 

commercial investment into global 
research and development of new 
antibiotics as well as minimising 
misuse of antibiotics in animals, 
agriculture and humans. 

The chief scientist, Professor 
Ian Chubb, said antibiotic resist-
ance was an important scientifi c 
issue with “the potential to 
become one of the world’s biggest 
public health challenges”. 

Australia’s chief medical 
offi cer, Professor Chris Baggoley, 
told Medical Observer it was 
important that the paper had been 

produced by the chief scientist as 
it broadened the resources avail-
able to tackle the problem.

“We all need to play a role in 
dealing with it. It’s a matter for the 
public and doctors, policy makers, 
ministers and people in industry,” 
Professor Baggoley said.

The paper labelled it a “fright-
ening irony” that medical inter-
ventions like chemotherapy, organ 
transplants, artifi cial devices and 
implants increased our vulner-
ability to infection with antibiotic-
resistant bacteria.

Research into new medications 
was singled out as a key 
solution to the threat, with the 
paper arguing that “the rise in 
bacterial resistance has coincided 
with a collapse in the antibiotic 
discovery pipeline”. 

A combat strategy should also 
include using vaccines, develop-
ing better treatments and infec-
tion diagnosis tools, as well as 
global infection control through 
sanitation, hygiene and surveil-
lance, the paper said.

Professor Baggoley said that 

research and development could 
change prescribing habits. 

He also highlighted initiatives 
like the hand hygiene campaign, 
regulatory approaches and public 
awareness campaigns as crucial 
to fi ghting antibiotic resistance. 

“I think the community is 
slowly understanding and less 
demanding of antibiotics than they 
used to be,” he said. 

While the paper urged prudent 
use of antibiotics, Professor Bag-
goley’s advice to GPs on the front-
line was “if in doubt, use them”. 

Call for action on combating antibiotic resistance
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PEAK bodies representing more 
than 1.5 million professionals 
are seeking urgent talks with the 
government and opposition in 
the hope of axing the proposed 
cap on tax-deductible self-educa-
tion expenses.

More than 30 peak profes-
sional groups representing engi-
neers, veterinarians, accountants, 
architects, pharmacists, lawyers 
and others last week demanded 
the federal government scrap the 
proposed $2000 cap to be intro-
duced from 1 July next year. 

The campaign, which began 
as an initiative by health profes-
sionals, has since been rebranded 
as the Scrap the Cap Alliance to 
re� ect the diversity of industries 
set to be negatively impacted by 
the tax reform.

The alliance, being chaired 
by Universities Australia, is 
seeking meetings with Prime 
Minister Kevin Rudd, Treasurer 
Chris Bowen as well as Coalition 
leader Tony Abbott and shadow 

treasurer Joe Hockey.
Meanwhile, the petition on 

the Scrap the Cap website had 
amassed more than 12,000 signa-
tures last week. 

Amit Vohra, CEO of General 
Practice Registrars Australia 
(GPRA), which initiated the origi-
nal campaign, said the alliance 
was making a group submission 
to Treasury’s public consultation, 

which closed last week. He said 
the submission focused on the 
feedback and petition on the 
website, and all other member 
organisations were also making 
submissions of their own.

“We are hoping to continue 
pressure on both sides of gov-
ernment, and now that we have 
the numbers we do, it will be 
harder for everyone to ignore us,” 

Mr Vohra said.
AMA president Dr Steve Hamb-

leton said he was glad to see other 
professional groups “waking up” 
to the impact the cap would have 
on training and education within 
their industries.

“This cap is just so poorly 
planned and executed and 
couched in language that suggests 
that anybody who spends more 

than $2000 must be deriving sig-
ni� cant personal bene� ts — which 
is just a load of codswallop.”

An AMA survey of 4200 mem-
bers shows that, on average, 
doctors spend $12,400 a year on 
self-education to comply with reg-
istration requirements.

Mr Bowen and Mr Hockey had 
not responded to requests for 
comment at the time of press.  

Scrap the Cap backing hits 1.5 million
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The number of signatories on the Scrap the Cap petition, as 
of last week, calling for the axing of the proposed $2000 limit. 

The number of professional bodies representing various 
industries that have joined the Scrap the Cap Alliance.

The number of professional members represented 
by the groups making up the Scrap the Cap Alliance.

The number of weeks remaining to claim unlimited legitimate 
self-education costs back on tax before cap is established next year.

The launch date for the government’s 
proposed cap.

The average annual amount spent on CPD 
by doctors responding to a recent AMA survey.

12,000+
30+

1.5m+
50

1/7/14
$12,400

D
RE

AM
ST

IM
E.

CO
M

FA
IR

FA
X 

PH
O

TO
S

05 News.indd   5 12/07/13   3:01 PM

AS SEEN IN

http://www.medicalobserver.com.au

